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Sir: 

In response to the Examiner's Answer dated November 28, 2006, and having a 
shortened statutory period for response running to and including January 28, 2007, Appellants 
respond as follows: 
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REMARKS 



in the "Response to Argument" section of the Examiner's Answer, the Examiner states: 
"In the Matsuno reference, the vehicle is automatically braked based on a distance between the 
vehicle and the obstacle". The Examiner further asserts that Matsuno discloses providing 
distance and relative speed data to a deceleration judging section, a deceleration calculation 
section, a braking distance judging section and to a first yaw rate calculating section. Finally, 
the Examiner asserts that: "This shows that the brake-steer signal is indeed proportional to the 
object distance signal." 

Appellants believe that the Examiner is mischaracterizing Matsuno, and the Board's 
attention is hereby directed to Matsuno at paragraphs 31-39, wherein the role of braking 
distance is defined as an on/off situation, such that if the Matsuno's system determines that the 
vehicle will strike an object notwithstanding the application of the brakes, (a calculation for which 
braking distance is clearly a needed value), Matsuno will proceed to calculate a desired yaw 
rate in order to permit avoidance, or in other words, to steer around the obstacle. 

Matsuno does not generate a brake-steer signal proportional to an object distance 
signal. Rather, Matsuno teaches the use of an object distance signal as an on/off condition 
precedent for enablement of a brake-steer routine. This is radically different from Appellants' 
claimed invention, and Appellants once again reassert that each of the claims remaining in this 
case is allowable over the Examiner's rejection. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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